Welcome to this Autumns’ newsletter. 
As always my thanks to all of you who have found your way down the narrow lanes to the barn here in West Compton!
While the UK has been enjoying an Indian summer, we missed it all while exploring the souk in Marrakech! The carpet shops in the narrow alleyways were crammed with interesting carpets and kilims. While most were woven from wool, dyed using strong bright chemical dyes, I did find a few Berber rugs in soft muted tones associated with vegetable dyes. I longed to buy them but unfortunately they were too large in size to bring home. Also the Moroccan shop keepers seem to be unaffected by the global recession as the prices they were asking were ridiculously high. I did however find other small items - interesting brass hooks in Islamic designs, antique kilim bolsters from the Atlas Mountains, wood boxes and leather slippers.
Regular visitors to the barn will have seen the copper lamps made from antique water pots used by women in the North-West Frontier of Pakistan to transport water from well to village. Sadly I am unable to obtain these any more. Copper is fetching such a high price on the world market at present that copper water pots are being melted down and sold to China. I have however obtained some lovely simple glass hanging lamps from India called “Handi” lamps. I recently came across some unusual terracotta pots from southern Pakistan which may well be of very great age, there is no real way of telling. They certainly look very old and have a beautiful simple design embossed in the clay. I have had them wired up here in the UK and made into table lamps.
Throughout the month of September new stock has been arriving in the barn. These include knee length wool coats from India patterned with a flower and paisley design. They are light yet warm and elegant. In addition there are painted pencil boxes from Iran which have come on a very long journey before arriving in the barn. The Afghans tell me that the boxes are first transported across Afghanistan and then over the Khyber Pass to Pakistan before being imported to the UK! Although antique wood is becoming difficult to find, I still have a good collection of wood bowls from Ethiopia, a beautiful coffee table made from a very old Indian carved wood window, a Rajasthani 19th century carved chest and a painted bookcase from the Swat valley. I have also a new range of antique Turkoman, Tibetan and Nepalese jewellery, Afghan and Nepalese slipper sock, plus felt bags, wool scarves in exotic colours, white appliqué bedspreads, brass animal door locks from Tibet, antique Punjabi spice pots, susanis from Central Asia and lots more unusual items. Bearing in mind the tough economic climate at present there will be plenty of items priced under £20.
As printing and postage are becoming increasingly expensive, I have for some time now been upgrading my mailing list to email. If you would be happy to receive the newsletter by this means, please send me your email details by emailing me at harrietsandys@freeolamail.com.
 However I am still very happy to send the newsletter by post if this is the way you prefer to receive it.

If you no longer wish to be on my mailing list I would very much appreciate it if you could let me know either in writing, email or by telephoning me on 01749 890 582. Thank you. 

Dates for the diary 2011

Saturday, 12th November            10.00am – 2.30pm
Wambrook Christmas Fair in aid of Wambrook Church.
Free entry, BBQ and lots of Christmas gifts.
The Tythe Barn, Coteley House, Near Chard, Somerset, TA20 3EP. 

Signposted from the A30.

Open Days in the Barn, West Compton
Saturday 26th November and Sunday 27th November 2-5pm
Saturday 3rd December and Sunday 4th December 2-5pm

Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th December 2-5pm

A percentage of the proceeds will go to

Shepton Mallet Community Hospital and the charity

Help For Heroes
Please don’t forget that you are welcome to come to the Barn at any time not just on Open Days. I have new stock coming in all the time and the barn is open by appointment throughout the year. Just give me a telephone call or email me first to let me know the date and time that you would like to visit. Please note that on open days the time of opening is 2pm-5pm unless otherwise stated.

About the Barn

Many of the decorative items sold in the barn support Fair Trade income generation projects and women’s co-operatives in Afghanistan, Mongolia, Nepal, Tibet,  Morocco, Uzbekistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Cambodia. 
The barn stocks a constantly changing selection of both antique and new rugs, carpets, small kilims, runners, saddlebags, prayer rugs and cushions from Persia, Anatolia, Central Asia and Afghanistan. The contemporary carpets come from Afghanistan and are made using wool dyed with vegetable dyes. These are often referred to as “Chobi” the Farsi word for plant roots or wood.

The barn is not a shop and is only open at certain times of the year or by appointment. Because I buy direct from importers the prices of rugs and carpets are lower than you might find at a department store. Carpets larger than 9’x 12’  (2.74 x 3.70m) are not stocked but if you are looking for a certain type of carpet or a large size for a particular room, then every effort will be made to help you find what you want. If you are looking specifically for a rug or carpet and as “Open” days can be rather hectic, it is recommended that you make an appointment and come to the barn at a quiet time so that I can give you plenty of attention and help you find what you need. 

There is also a wide range of block printed table cloths and bedspreads (single and double sizes) from Rajasthan, tribal jewellery, and necklaces strung with antique silver beads from Afghanistan and semi precious stones. The barn also stocks unusual carved wood chests from the North-West Frontier, and beautiful wood bowls from Ethiopia. There are also a variety of contemporary lamp bases and shades, Sami Fakir quilts from Rajasthan, felt handbags from Mongolia and Nepal, and hand embroidered Susani cushion from Uzbekistan. Bronze door handles from India and Nepal, kaftans and jackets from India,  There are Ethiopian crosses from Lalibela, ajrak quilted bedcovers from Rajasthan, and hand knitted Afghan slipper socks made by rural women in Paghman province eastern Afghanistan. 

How to find the Barn. (Signed on exhibition days. Map available on website )

Approaching on A303 from the East and South

Leave A303 at Wincanton and take A371 north, 2 miles short of Shepton Mallet at first roundabout turn left  on A37 signed to Yeovil and almost immediately turn right on the A361 signed to Glastonbury. Continue for approximately 2 ½   miles and on entering village of Pilton turn right between the Crown Pub and village stores and go down Totterdown Lane. Follow directions from asterisk below.

Approaching via Glastonbury

Take A361 from Glastonbury towards Shepton Mallet. Immediately on entering Pilton take the road to the left called Totterdown Lane between the Crown Pub and Pilton Village Store.* Go straight at the first cross roads at top of hill and drive down the hill passing Burford House on your left (large grey Victorian House). At the bottom of  the hill on entering WEST COMPTON hamlet, the road swings right. Do not turn left in to the hamlet but keep bearing right. After about 100 yards there is a small junction. The road continues around a sharp corner to the left signposted to Wells and Shepton Mallet.  At the junction turn right down the lane just by the entrance to a new house.  The barn is a few yards down this road on your left. Go through the metal gate and park in the concrete yard.                                                                      

